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CHANGING THE NARRATIVE OF CHINATOWN V5.
HOMELESSNESS

Treaty 6 Territory




» New to Chinatown work — board member of the
Chinatown Transformation Collaborative since
February 2022

= Relevant Chinatown experience and skills:
Basically None

= Why was I asked to join the board?
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WHAT I HOPE YOU'LL GET OUT
0F THIS

= Some reflection on whether the YEG situation is applicable
to your community

= Some perspective from the side of the homeless serving
sector

= Some ideas to change the narrative of your hometown




An obsession with Safety and Security in Chinatown, and a War on Social
Agencies
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Edmonton's Chinatown worries about safety,
decline in business after Killings
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Residents hope recently announced plans from city will improve situation

Fakiha Baig - The Canadian Press - Posted: Jun 18, 2022 9:36 AM MT | Last Updated: June 18
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RALLY FOR SAFETY IN CHINATOWN
AND DOWNTOWN EDMONTON

Date: Saturday May 28, 2022
Time: 10:30 am to 12 noon

Location: City Hall Plaza - In front of City Hall

EN‘};"N WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT

ENOUGH /
\—/
e SAFE STREETS FOR ALL

e AVIBRANT CHINATOWN
e ABUSTLING DOWNTOWN COMMUNITY T
e CARING ENFORCEMENT OF OUR LAWS JE

THE FATE OF CHINATOWN IS THE FATE OF DOWNTOWN
THE FATE OF DOWNTOWN IS THE FATE OF EDMONTON
A RALLY FOR ALL — PLEASE COME AND JOIN US

CHINATOWN
.. HERE TO STAY...




Needs of Chinatown

Permanent Interdisciplinary Police Station
Removal of Supervised Injection Sites

Deconcentrate social agencies . not concentrate in Chinatown
No encampment in Chinatown
Day time Community Centre
6. Ongoing Safety and Security for Chinatown
7. Assurance for ongoing cleaning of Chinatown
8. Subsidy for the business community as Chinatown recovers
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Boyle Street Community Services’ plans for new
Edmonton location facing opposition

By Phil He
D Posted July

Boyle Streg
Boyle Street Cd

Some business owners finally had enough, or else saw customers dry up to the

point that they couldn’t afford to keep going.

“This is not just Chinatown’s problem, it is Edmonton’s problem,” said CTC

chair Hon Leong.

The area’s supervised consumption sites have drawn a lot of the spotleglit — or

scapegoating — for the issues, But the truth is, the area i§ home to more than 8o

social service agencies of various kinds, all of which are welsatentioned but not
ravewelorgamzed 0T working i perfect collaboration with their neighbemrs,

Leong said.

Better co-ordination and evaluation of those agencies is sorely needed. Still, the
CTC has recognized that further acrimony is unhelpful, and so leaders have
instead begun conversations with social service providers to try to jointly
address some of the issues.






COMMON CHINATOWN MESSAGING

*We need to decentralize social agencies”

“We need to eliminate encampments.”

“We need more police”

®



How many actually are there?



EDMONTON SOCIAL AGENCIES

= Chinatown likes to say that there are “80 social agencies” in the area, yet a list of
these agencies has never been seen. The City doesn’t have it, the CBA/BIA
doesn’t have it, CTC doesn’t have it, and the social sector doesn’t have it.

= There are quite a few non-profit agencies in the area, but what do they do and how
do they influence traffic flow?
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Emergency Shelter Hope Mission (+ adjoining Herb Jamieson)
Day Shelter/Drop-In Bissell Centre
Boyle Street Community Services
Operation Friendship
Supervised Consumption Services George Spady Society

Boyle McCauley Health Centre
Medical Clinic Boyle McCauley Health Centre

EDMONTON SOCIAL
RGENCIES

= “larger” providers

©



Shelter Operational Capacity and Usage by Agency on October 23, 2022

Agency Shelter Usage (26)
edc WEAC 81% - 4
-
Main Building 709 - 23
Mustard Strathcona Baptist Church 50% I 20
Seed
-
Salvation Centre of Hope 559 - 2l
Army
YESS Youth Shelter 100%
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*There is a fee for overnight stay in Salvation Army

. Total usage

. Operational capacity - number of shelter beds that the shelter provider can provide due to current circumstances




THE

Organization

Hope Mission

Boyle Street Community Services
Bissell Centre

George Spady Society

Boyle McCauley Health Centre

Founded

1929
1971
1910
1983

1979



MEAYBE. .. THERE'S NOT

ACTUALLY THAT MANY
AGENCIES

And many of them have been here as long as Chinatown.
It’s not very credible to make demands with inaccurate or
~ incomplete information.
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WHAT DO SOCIAL AGENCIES ACTUALLY DO?
genertype _ eries

Emergency Shelter .

Day Shelter -

Supervised Consumption Service .
Medical Clinic C

Temporary, overnight accommodations for people
experiencing homeless

Housing Diversion

Meals and hygiene

Meals and hygiene

Employment services

Housing

Intensive case management

ID services

System navigation (e.g. income assistance, access to govt
services)

Drug poisoning prevention

Primary health care
Mental health and addictions support
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E.. 480CIAL SERVICE

BGENCIES ARE KCTUALLY ]UST

THERE TO SERVE PEOPLE o

And of course, “build it and they will come” applies. But
let’s be really clear that it beneflts absoluteky nobody to

keep people homeless.
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Edmonton seeing 25% increase in encampment
complaints over last year

By Kim Smith + Global News
Posted August 23, 2022 4:52 pm - Updated August 23, 2022 6:22 pm

Global News Hour at 6 Edmonton
meless encampment com
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EDMONTON JOURNAL

Local News

Edmonton police get $10.3M boost
with new Chinatown safety hub HOW TO

Lauren Boothby
Aug 15,2022 - August 15,2022 « 2 minute read - [:] 7 Comments

ELIMINATE
ENCAMPMENTS?

Is it an enforcement approach?
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Local News

Deaths due to homelessness in
Edmonton up by 70 per cent last
year: advocacy group

Numbers from the Edmonton Coalition on Housing and
Homelessness (ECOHH) indicate 222 identified people died
due to homelessness in 2021

Matthew Black
Jun 13,2022 » June 13,2022 * 2 minute read - D 16 Comments




Edmonton

Residents, businesses take aim at Edmonton's
approach to homeless camps
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City says it's taken down 1,370 camps so far this year, complaints up 25 per cent from
2021

e Natasha Riebe - CBC News - Posted: Sep 19, 2022 7:00 AM MT | Last Updated: September 19
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THERE IS ONLY ONE
SOLUTION TO
HOMELESSNESS

HOUBSING



Number of people in Edmonton in October 2022

1 4,894 people were housed through Housing First and related

programs since 2009.

newly entering housed so far housed in the supported by
homelessness this month last 6 months housing programs

216 57 686 1,650

As of Date: Oct 14, 2022

Experiencing homelessness 2,678




Prevention &

Diversion

» Strategy to reduce the
number of people
entering homelessness

* Prevention helps
households preserve
their current situation

* Diversion identifies
immediate housing
arrangements &
connects to services

* Supported Referral
partners add resources

Outreach, CA &

Housing First

* Philosophy & approach

* Provide housing as
quickly as possible

* No preconditions

* Provides additional
supports as needed

* Proven intervention

* Specialize teams for
Indigenous, Youth and
Families

Program & Coordinated Access — Program Fundamentals

Clinical & High

Intensity

* For people with
complex needs

* Clinical (ACT) and
Permanent Supportive
Housing for long term
sustainable supports

* Support services
individualized for each
person based on their
needs

* Partnerships with AHS
and others




POLITICS

Edmonton celebrates completion of supportive
housing project, 4 more on the way

By Caley Gibson * Global News
Posted June 30, 2022 11:30 am - Updated June 30, 2022 5:31 pm

1st modular supportive housing project in Edmonton complete
After months of delays, construction at the city's first of five modular supportive housing projects is com...




Average: 1,940

1,16

1,114

19599

2001

2003

People experiencing homelessness since 1999

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017

2008: The initial 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness
2017: Opioid Epidemic Emerging
2020: COVID

Year

2019

2021

2,678

2023



IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THE
ACTUAL CULPRIT IS NOT
SOCIAL AGENCIES, BUT
POSSIBLY
HOMELESSNESS???




OTHER THOUGHTS:

ﬁ Chinatown businesses should not have the responsibility of ending
homelessness

It is tacitly unfair that a Chinatown business faces so many more

B
AR barriers to success than businesses in other parts of the city

@ Itis OK to be frightened. Or sad. Or angry.

M Homelessness is an incredibly complex societal issue




COMMON CHINATOWN MESSAGING

“We need to decentralize social agencies™

*Social agencies need homeless people to survive”

“We need to eliminate encampments.”

“We need more police”

®



MY GOAL FOR YEG CHINATOWN (AND
MAYBE FOR YOU)

Q Understand the situation before you protest against it
Don’t fight people who are trying to help find solutions

@ Own your narrative —it’s ok to be upset

0 Understand what the actual solutions might be for “safety and
security”



THERE IS ONLY ONE
SOLUTION TO
HOMELESSNESS

HOUBSING
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